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Cullinan, The Transvaal, South Africa. 

YOU 
have all heard of the Cullinan | 

diamond, the znlghr.v stone which I 

was recently presented by the gov- 
ernment of the Transvaal to Kinj Ed- 
ward VII and is now being" cut in Ams- j 
terdam. It is by several times the largest 
diamond ever fo’:nd, and its value is over ! 
a million. I am writing these notes on 

the edge of the mine irom which U was j 
taken. From where I stand I can look ! 
right down into it, or rather over it, for ] 
it covers eighty acres, The area of a good 
sized farm. It Is known as the Premier 
diamond mine, and It is by far the largest 
diamond mine in the world. On that hill j 
at the left I can see the great gear, with j 
its crushing, washing ana pulsating ma- 
chines. They are fed by the caravan of I 
cars which are now flying up to it over 
that Inclined roadway. 

The mine itself is black with workmen. 
There are 9,000 of natives at work digging 
out the ore and loading it on cars Here 
men are blasting, there they are laying 
railroads, and farther over digging tun- 
nels down into the blue ground. There 
at one end of the mine are the offices. 
They consist of an iron-roofed building 
worth unde:* $2,000, and seem strange 
headquarters for a business w’liieh em- 

ploys thousands of men and has an cut- 

put of millions a year. Farther lack are 

the compounds in which the native work- 
«s:* are kept an H: guard, and ju.-t back 
pf me Is the railrwd .station with its ho- 
tol and few tores, forming the town of 
Cullinan. 
The World's Biggest Diamond Mine. 

I have already described the mighty 
diamond pipes of Kimbsrley from which. 
Until lately, 95 per cent of the world's 
diamonds came. I have told you how' 
each of them was made by a volcano 
which bored its way up out of the bowels 
of the earth through the hardest of rock, 
and left there a deposit of blue ground 
Sprinkled with diamonds. Some of the 
Kimberley pipes have been tested half a 

mile downward, and they find that the 
diamonds are as thick at the oottom as 

they were at the top. This mine here is 
pf the same formation, save that the pipe 
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is so large that all the De Beers’ n.ir.es 
could be put inside it and have room for 
several big diamond mines in addition. 
The Premier pipe is now well outlined. 
It is a half mile long and a quarter of a 

mile wide. Within it there is nothing but 
this blue ground sprinkled with dia- 
monds. Every yard of it contains pre- 
cious stones. In 1906 more than 90,uu0 car- 

ats were taken from It, and during the 
first six months of 1907 the output was 

more than a million carats. 
Tt is now only four years since the 

mines began to be worked and since then 
it has been producing diamonds at the 
rate of a carat and a quarter per minute 
for every minute of every day and night, 
year in and year out. A carat-aud-a 
quarter diamond makes a mighty pretty 
engagement ring. Cut and set it would 
be worth at least $100. This mine has 
been turning out such a ring every min- 
ute. That gives you some idea of us 

value. The total output in money has 
been over $23,000,000, and within the past 
year or so it has been paying several mil- 

lions a year in dividends. 
The Premier vs. the DeBeers. 

This Premier mine is comparatively 
new. The great pipes at Kimberley, 
which belong to the De Beers company, 
have been worked for more than a gene- 
ration, and until this mine was discov- 
ered it was believed that the*, would al- 

ways form the chief source of the world's 
supply of precious stones. For the past 
thirty years almost all of our diamonds 
have come from them; and they still 
have values worth hundreds of millions 
of dollars in sight. They have produced 
more precious stones than all the other 
mines of the world put together; and al- 
most all the diamonds now worn by man 

came from Kimberley or thereabouts. 
Tim product has sold for something like 

$U00.000,000. 
The Premier mine was discovered in 

1902. As I have said, it has already pro- 
duced over $25,000,000; and its size is so 

enormous that it is bound to seriously 
affect the diamond market of the future. 
So far the mine lias soarcelj been 
touched. Tt is being worked, nimost on 

the surface: and it is estimated that at 
the presenc rate it will lake twenty years 
to get out the blue ground down to a 
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depth of 360 feet. When it is remem- 
bered that the Kimberley pipa has been 
mined to a depth of more than 2,500 
feet, and that the De Beers is now more 

than 2,000 feet deep, and that neither 
shows any diminution of the output of 
diamonds to the carload of blue earth 

mined, the enormous possibilities of this 
mighty eighty-acre diamond pipe can be 

appreciated. 
1 understand that the De Beers com- 

pany rather sneered at the Premier mine, 
until lately, and that they claimed its 

diamonds did not compare with those of 
Kimberley in their brilliancy. Neverthe- 
less within the past two months the two 

companies have entered into a working 
agreement by which the diamond output 
Is so restricted as to not flood the world 

with precious stones and thereby bring 
down the prices. 

A Chat With the Diamond King. 
During my stay here I have met Mr. 

T. M. Cullinan. the man who discovered 
I this mighty diamond pipe and from whom 
the Cullinan diamond Is named. Five 

years ago he had only a few thousand 
dollars, but he is now worth ten or fifteen 

millions, and he might be called the 
world’s diamond king. He is the chair- 

man of the cqmpany which owns the 

! mine, and he still spends much of his 
time at the works. Mr. Cullinan looks 
more like a miner than a millionaire. He 
is a well-built man of 55 years of age. 
and is the picture of health. He has a 

dark complexion and dark hair and eyes. 
His forehead is broad, his nose straight, 
and his lower jawr heavy, showing deter- 
mination and grit. I understand that he 
started life poor and that some of bis 
flisl money was made as a bricklayer. 

As he got a little ahead he became a I 
contractor: and as such had a series of , 

! ups and downs which left him at the age i 
of fifty worth perhaps $60,000. T askod j 
him how he had made his great strike. 
He replied: 

“Diamonds have been long known to 
c^xist in this region. They were discov- 
ered here years ago, and one alluvial 
claim had been pegged out and floated 

1 at a capitalization of £150,000 only a short j 
distance from where the Premier is. 

; About four years ago I was looking up 
this valley, prospecting for diamonds. I 
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T. M. CULLINAN, 
with the great diamond In hie hand. 

found several it ads with good indications 
and they all seemed to go toward this 
point. 

The property then belonged to a Dutch- 
man who had something like 1500 acres 

of land, fie was using It for stock rais- 

ing and was tenting out small patches to 

the natives about. He knew of the possi- 
bilities of diamonds being found in the 
land, and he made his price accordingly. 
He refused to sell except as a whole and 

that for a lump sum of £60,000, or about 

$200,000 In American money. I had pros- 
pected enough to know that the ground 
contained diamonds, and I had no doubt 

but that the mine could bo tloated to 

pay a good profit on the above price. I 
therefore put In my own money and in- 

duced others to join me. Wo then nought 
the farm and the result is the Premier." 

"Had you any Idea of the enormous 

possibilities of the property?" I asked. 
“No. My wildest dream did not reach 

the conceptions of this biggest diamond 
mine of the world and of the discovery 
of the largest diamond ever known. I 

thought there might be a diamond pipe 
somewhere upon the farm, and I was 

pretty sure that the land oontalned 
enough alluvial diamonds to give us our 

money back, even If no pipe was dis- 
covered.” 

"What was your original capital?" 
"it was just the same that It In today; 

namely, £80,000. Of this we paid £62,000 
to Prlnstoo, the Dutchman who owned 
the land, and used the halanoe as a 

working capital.” 
"And what became of the Dutchman?" 
"He Is still living In a little mud hut 

not far from here,” replied Mr. Culllnan. 
"He made a good bargain In selling his 

farm. He paid only £500 for It and he 

got £52,000. He refused to give me an 

option on the property at £150,000, allow- 
ing me three montlis to prospect to see 

whether I would take it or not. He after- 

ward sold another farm, which cost him 

less than this, for £100,000, so that al- 

together he realized about £800,000 of your 

money for his lands. Nevertheless, not- 

withstanding his wealth, he still sticks to 

his mud hut." 
The Premier Mine. 

I asked Mr. Cullinan to tell me some- 

thing about the Premier mine. He re- 

plied: 
"It is so big that we really cannot say 

Just how big It is. The pipe lias an area 

of about eighty acres. It is shaped some- 

what like a pear, and the walls aro al- 

most vertical. We have already sunk 

diamond drills to a depth of a thousand 
feet, and have found diamonds in the 
blue all the way down. We do not know 

how much farther the pipe extends, but 

probably to a great depth.” 
"How about the quality of your dia- 

monds? 
"It is good and it improves as we go 

down. The diamonds of the Premier 
mine are unusually large. The great 
Cullinan weighs over three thousand 
carats, and we have discovered a num- 

ber of three or four hundred carats 

each. WTe found one the other day 
Which looked to me as though it had 
been chipped off the Cullinan." 

"Will you not soon flood the world 
with diamonds If you keep on at this 
rate?" 

"I think not. Whenever times are 

good the demand increases and the peo- 

ple who buy such things are more nu- 

merous every year. The Japanese are 

now coming into the market, and within 
recent years you Americans have been 

buying more than ever before. There Is 
a temporary' slump at present on ac- 

count of the hard times, but that will 

pass away and you will want more than 
ever." 

“Do you not think It would pay to 

cheeper the prices?” 
"No. I think the high prices are to a 

large extent the cause of the demand. 
Make diamonds as cheap as glass and 
no one would wear them.” 

Finding the Cullinan. 
During my stay here I have seen mod- 

els of the Cullinan diamond made of 

crystal and have talked with Mr. Cui- 
llnan about it and also with the miner 

who discovered it. The diamond is just 
about as big as my fist. It is almost ths 
size of a glass tumbler, and It weighs 
over one and one-third pounds. It is 
about four inches long, two and one- 

half Inches thick and about two inches 
wide. If you can imagine a chunk of 
glass of Irregular shape weighing about 
twenty ounces you may have some Idea 
of the shape and size of this, the great- 
est of all diamonds. 

The stone was discovered by Mr. F. 

Wells, the mine overseer of the Premier. • 

He was superintending the work as I j 
walked through the diggings today. I ! 
asked him some questions as to his great ; 
find. Said he: 

“We discovered the Cullinan diamond I 
on the 25th of January, 1504. I had a 

gang of natives working not far from the 
center of the pipe. Wo had gone down 
to a depth of about live feet from the 
surface and had been taking out good 
stuff all day. The sun was Just setting 
and we were about to knock off when I 
saw something white and sparkling lying 
on a slope of the blue. The rays of the 

setting sun caught it and it looked like 
fire. I took up a pick and rushed to the 

spot. The earth was already loose about 
the stone anin a Bhort tlmo It was In 

my hand. It wan so big that I was dazed 
at my disoovery. I ran with it across th3 

mine to the office, burst into the man- 

ager’s room and laid down the stono be- 

fore Mr. McHardy and Mr. Cullinan. 
They were as much astonished as myself. 
We then weighed It and the next day the 

word was sent ont that the biggest^ dia- 

mond of the world had been found. 

A Costly Mail Packange. 
It Is Interesting to know how this great | 

diamond got to London. Thlijk of th* | 

responsibility of carrying something as 

big as your fist, so small that you couitl 
put It in your coat pocket and weighing 
little over a pound, worth a million dol- 
lars or so from Pretoria, South Africa, 
to London. It would be a brave man wlu 
would risk it without a guard, and if a 

thief could get hold of it it might bo 

easily smuggled and carrier away. Nev-‘ 
ertheless the diamond got to London and 
that without guards of any kind, save 

those of his majesty’s mails. It was put 
up os a package, registered and sent by 
parcel post. I asked Mr. Cullinan if he 
was not afraid to risk so much in that 
way. He replied: 

‘‘I don’t know 01* anything that could 
be safer. No one knew what was in the 

package, and It was carried with less 
damage by mail than had it been guarded 
by soldiers.'' 

I understand, however, that the stone 
was insured for two million dollars, al- 
though the government received less than 
thirty cents for varying it, and the maxi- 
mum amount which could have been re- 

covered from It In case of loss was less 
than ten dollars. At the same time a 

dummy parcel supposed to contain the 
diamond is said to have been ostenta- 
tiously taken to Cape Town and thence 
to Southampton, while the real treasure 
lay as an ordinary parcel in the mails. 

A Royal Present. 
Just how much the Cullinan diamond 

is worth no one knows. Nothing like It 
have ever been discovered and there is no 

standard of comparison. It may be worth 
two million or more. According to the 
law's of the Transvaal. 60 per cent of 
all the diamonds go to the state, and the 
government here had thefr 60 per cent In- 
terest In It. It purchased the balance of 
the mine owners, and then made a pres- 
ent of the diamond to the King of Eng- 
land. This was on the occasion of liis 
majesty's birthday last November. 

After the presentation the diamond was 

given over to the authorities at Scotland 
Yard and it has since been taken to Hol- 
land to be cut. It Is now' in the hands of 
the great diamond-cutting establishment 
of Asscher & Co., who employ five or six 
hundred men in their factories at Am- 
sterdam, and who are noted for their fine 
workmanship. It was this company 
which cut the Excelsior stone, the larg- 
est diamond 1% the world before the dis- 
covery of the Cullinan, and it has han- 
dled the best of the uncut stones discov- 
ered in Africa during the pa-st 15 years. 

The Great Diamond Split. 
I am told here that the great diamond 

has already been split and that one of the 
pieces, which will be cut and polished, 

weighs 1,000 carats. This will be made 
into a pear-shaped brilliant and it will he 
by far the largest diatui.nd of the world. 

It will take more than a year to cut and 
polish the stone, and it is not yet known 
just how many diamonds will be made 
from It. The diamond Is kept at night in 
a special safe in the vaults of the factory 
and is guarded by the Dutch police. The 
vaults have walls of cement and iron ! 
three-fourths of a yard thick and the 
door is an eight-inch plate of steel with 
nine concealed ‘locks. The diamond is 
taken from the safe every morning by the 
head of the firm. He is armed with a re-, 
volver and accompanied by ten members 
of his staff, who leave him while he se-! 
cretly unlocks the door. The stone is 
then earled to the workroom, which was 

especially built for the purpose and is 
given over to a specialist, Henri Koe, who: 
does the cutting and polishing. He is) 
looked in the room with the diamond and! 
is not allowed to go out, even for his 
moais. The polishing is being done on a 
plate of sixteen inches in diameter, which 
is four Inches wider than that used for 
ordinary stones. The plate runs at a rate 
of 2,400 revolutions per minute, and the 

.polishing is performed by a paste of 
crushed diamonds and oil. 

Back to the Land. 
Prom Charities and the Common 

A real start In putting immig.-an s on 
the land has been made with a colony 
of Russian Jews near Hawkins, YVIs 15<) 
miles from St. Paul, Minn., which is the 
work of one man, John Rafflesun, wh<J 
was compelled to give up factory worll 
by an accident. He took to peddling an< 
while going about into the country da 
elded to make himself a missionary fo: 
drawing his co-religionists out of tnj 
cities and back to the soil. The new co| 
ony is small, but it owns 920 acres, sol| 
on long-time payments at $10 an acn 
It Is co-operative in its plan and wi 
have a co-operative store. Its officers, 
president, vice president, secretary ar 

treasurer, and all the heads of familio 
sit as a court in case of any dispuj 
arising. Raffleson goes into Mllwauki 
and Sheboygan and persuados people I 
go out to tlio new colony. He has thi 
far succeeded In getting a nucleus I 
ten families and says he wants only fot 
more as a beginning. These people ;ii 
working at the old pioneers worked, clea- 
ing the 'and of timber and slowly b 
ginning thrlr planting. They will U- 
doubted’y be equally successful. 
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Monogram Whiskey 
Parity and age guarantee Good Whiskey. Rieger's Monogram is abso- 

lutely pnre and wholesome. Guaranteed under the Pure Y ood Lows, its 
exquisite, smooth, mellow flavor has made it a laming favorite with over 

100,000 satisfied customers. We are V. 8. Registered Distillers (Distillery 
No. 360, 6th Disfc. of Ky.) Why pay exhorbitanfc prices, when you can buy 

Rieger’s Monogram whiskey xt the regular wholesale dealer's price 
and save money by ordering your goods shipped direct. ^ 

WK MR*AY ALL XXPREg^ CKA&BKB 

[free with 
U PRIVATE STOCK each order! 

4Qts. RIEGER’S?*) Aft SSSrtJftf ! 
MONOGRAM * 

EXTRA FINE V/■■*■■■ Patent Corkscrew. 

Mo Marka on Raokagom to InOloato Con ton to 
Send us an order and when you get the Whiskey, test it fd 

flavor, smoothness and all tho essentials of GOOD Whiskey. Oonj 
pare It with other Whlskios (no matter what the price); tost it f<j 
medicinal purposes* let your friends try it; use half of it if neoessai 
to satisfy yourself on these points—then if you are not thorough] 
convinced that "Rieger's Monogram” is as good as any Whiskey yd 
ever drank return the balanoe to us and we will pay return charge 
and at once send you every cent of your money. 
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